



Community Building - Lessons from Nehemiah


Lesson 5


INTRODUCTION 

At this point in our journey into the book of Nehemiah, it would be good to pause and reflect on 
some important matters thus far. First, Nehemiah understood both the walls and the people 
needed rebuilding. The walls were torn down because the people were torn down. Second, he 
recognized the critical role of God in his efforts. Beyond this, Nehemiah saw clearly this was not 
his work alone, but the people had to be mobilized to rebuild “their” community. And lastly, he 
came to grips with the truth that opposition will always be found when true community building is 
underway. 

We would be well served to grasp these important lessons from Nehemiah and apply them to 
our efforts at community building. In so many ways, our community also is torn down. The 
seemingly never ending onslaught of challenges, disruption and loss we face in this season has 
revealed the brokenness, inequity and despair faced by many, especially in our inner cities.

Nehemiah was distressed by the condition of his community and his people, and had the moti-
vation, vision and resolve to do something about it. The real question before each of us is, do 
we? Please be reminded this study is not intended to impress with insights, but rather to inspire 
to action. 

INTO THE WORD

1. Listen closely to the ___________ of the people in their own ___________. (5.1-5)

2. Thoughtfully and _____________ respond to the ______________ raised. (5.6-13)

3. Be an _______________ of what you _______________ in others. (5.14-19)

4. Those who _______________ rebuilding will go to __________ ___________ to distract. 

(6.1-9)

5. Even some who __________ to be ___________ will have ulterior motives. (6.10-13)



6. Trust _______ to deal with your ___________ and you _________ your assignment. 

(6.14-19)

READ CHAPTERS 7 & 8 FOR NEXT WEEK


